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Elgin residents

hang on to history

Group doesn’t want

to see building razed

| By Amanda Marrazzo
| Special to the Tribune

Residents of an Elgin neigh-
borhood known for century-
old Queen Anne Victorian
homes fear that area redevel-
opment plans might disrupt
its historic beauty.

The NorthEast Neighbor-
hood Association task force is
keeping an eye on the 9-acre
site occupied by the D.C. Cook
Christian Ministries build-

ing.
On behalf of the association,
Ken Mikonis has attended re-
¢ent City Council meetings
asking that officials choose a
development that is in harmo-
ny with history.
| “This is a beautiful neigh-
borhood with such a variety of
homes,” said Mikonis, who
moved six years ago from Riv-
er Grove with his wife, Doreen
Martin. “We don’t want some
huge, high-density-tower-type
building there, which would
be completely out of character
with the neighborhood.”

David C. Cook founded Cook
Communications Ministries,
a non-profit manufacturer of
Christian books and Bible
study materials. The 240,000-
square-foot building at 850 N.
Grove Ave. was constructed in
1901.

In recent years the Colora-
do-based company, which has
facilities in the United King-
dom and Canada, has been
phasing out Elgin operations
in favor of more updated facil-
ities.

The classic Greek Revival-
stylebuilding was designed by
architect David Postle, who al-
so built many of the early
houses and duplexes in the
area that housed Cook em-
ployees. The brick facade fea-
tures ornate stone carvings
and a white pillar colonnade.
At the rear of the building,
which sets along the Fox River,
is newer warehouse space still
used by Cook.

Residents would like to see
the facade remain intact and
said. they would prefer a se-
nior living center for some of
those who have helped estab-
lish the area.
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